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FOREWARD
It was my honour and privilege to have discussed my
authored-book "China's War Clouds: The Great Chinese
Checkmate" in the well-organised discussion by
Chanakya Policy & Research Foundation on November
30, 2024.

The professional conduct of the book discussion is very
praiseworthy. Also, I would like to place on record my
appreciation for an amazing and unique feature in the
book discussion which was the summing up of each of
the eight chapters of the book by different attendees.

The Question & Answer session at the end of the book
discussion evoked great response and the high-level of
the questions posed, showcased the immense depth of
geopolitical issues that the attendees possessed.

I convey my best wishes to Chanakya Policy & Research
Foundation for their future endeavours and pray for the
success and growth of this wonderful organisation that is
doing yeoman service to India and the global fraternity.

My heartfelt gratitude and immense thanks to Chanakya
Policy & Research Foundation for organising the book
discussion.

Warm regards,
Lt. Col. J.S. Sodhi (Retd.) 03



INTRODUCTION

On November 30, 2024, the Chanakya Policy and
Research Foundation (CPRF) hosted a compelling session
centered on the book “China’s War Clouds: The Great
Chinese Checkmate,” authored by Lt. Col. J.S. Sodhi. The
event offered an in-depth analysis of China's historical
trajectory, its rise as a global military and economic
power, and its implications for India and the world.

The session began with a warm welcome from Koushiki,
the event coordinator, who set the tone for the
discussion. This was followed by an introduction of Lt. Col.
Sodhi by CPRF co-founder Tamanna Sharma, highlighting
his illustrious career and achievements. Attendees were
taken on a journey through China’s political, economic,
and military strategies, with a special focus on how India
should prepare for future challenges. This report
encapsulates the essence of the discussion and provides
insights into the critical themes explored during the
session.
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SPEAKER OVERVIEW

Lt. Col. J.S. Sodhi, a seventh-generation Indian Army
veteran, is a recognized authority in defense and
strategic affairs. His distinguished career spans decades,
during which he has earned several accolades, including
featuring in the World Book of Records, London and the
India Book of Records for his extensive contributions to
journalism and strategic studies. He has been honored
with the Lifetime Achievement Award for his work in
media and the Icon of the Year Award for his expertise in
defense and strategic affairs.

Lt. Col. Sodhi’s insights draw from his vast experience
and deep understanding of global geopolitics. As the
author of “China’s War Clouds: The Great Chinese
Checkmate,” he brings a nuanced perspective on China's
ambitions and strategies, making him the ideal speaker
for the session. His ability to distill complex geopolitical
issues into accessible narratives left a lasting impact on
the audience.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Lt. Col. Sodhi began by tracing China’s transformation
since the end of its civil war in 1949. Under Mao
Zedong’s leadership, China underwent significant
restructuring, with regions such as Tibet, Xinjiang, and
Eastern China integrated into its centralized governance
framework. This period marked a shift from an agrarian
economy to industrialization, accompanied by rapid
advances in education and infrastructure. However,
these changes came at a significant human cost, as
exemplified by the Great Famine of 1957, which revealed
the flaws in China’s policies.

The session offered a structured exploration of China’s
evolution, focusing on historical, economic, and military
dimensions.

Historical Evolution:

The discussion then moved to the Cultural Revolution
(1966-1976), a tumultuous decade characterized by
radical nationalism and widespread political upheaval.
Despite its chaotic nature, this period set the stage for
China’s subsequent stability and economic resurgence
under Deng Xiaoping’s leadership. Deng’s establishment
of Special Economic Zones (SEZs) played a pivotal role in
positioning China as a global economic powerhouse.
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Lt. Col. Sodhi provided an insightful analysis of China’s
military advancements, particularly under President Xi
Jinping’s leadership. Xi’s vision of the “China Dream” has
transformed the nation’s military into a formidable force.
The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), often perceived as a
trade strategy, was presented as a dual-purpose
endeavor that also enhances China’s military logistics. By
constructing strategic infrastructure such as ports and
highways, China has ensured rapid troop mobility across
critical regions.

Military and Strategic Rise:

The discussion also covered China’s ambitious “Made in
China 2025” policy, which aims for self-reliance in key
technologies, including robotics, green energy, and
aerospace. This targeted approach has enabled China to
dominate global technological sectors, bolstered by
initiatives like the Thousand Talents Program that attract
top international talent.
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China’s evolution in military doctrines—from the Active
Defense Doctrine to the Full Spectrum Operations
Doctrine—was highlighted as a key factor in its growing
military prowess. These doctrines enable China to engage
in warfare across land, sea, air, cyber, electromagnetic,
and space domains. Lt. Col. Sodhi cited examples of
China’s capabilities, including suspected involvement in
electromagnetic warfare during the Israel-Palestine
conflict.

Military Doctrines and Strategies:

He also discussed military reforms in 2014 and 2024 that
enhanced China’s capabilities in information warfare,
cyberspace, and aerospace. The “String of Pearls” strategy
was explained as a measure to mitigate logistical
vulnerabilities such as the Malacca Dilemma, ensuring
China’s dominance in the Indian Ocean region.
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LESSONS FOR INDIA
Lt. Col. Sodhi emphasized the need for India to adopt a
proactive approach in countering China’s strategic
advancements. He urged for a significant increase in
India’s defense budget to modernize its capabilities in
areas like artificial intelligence, space warfare, and
cybersecurity. He stressed the importance of recruiting
skilled youth to bridge the technological gap and harness
India’s demographic advantage.

The speaker also highlighted the necessity of forming
strong strategic alliances, particularly with the United
States, to counterbalance China’s influence in the Indo-
Pacific region. Strengthening India’s defense
infrastructure and fostering technological innovation were
presented as critical steps toward ensuring national
security and maintaining regional stability.
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Q&A SESSION

The interactive Q&A session allowed participants to seek
clarity on various issues. Lt. Col. Sodhi addressed India’s
military preparedness, emphasizing the importance of
reforms to meet the challenges of modern warfare. He
also discussed India’s relations with neighboring countries
like Nepal and Bangladesh, highlighting the need for
strategic diplomacy to counter China’s influence in South
Asia.

Participants raised
questions about emerging
technologies and their role
in defense. Lt. Col. Sodhi
reiterated the importance of
investments in AI, robotics,
and aerospace to secure
India’s position in the global
power hierarchy. The
session concluded with a
call to action for India to
prioritize defense reforms
and long-term strategic
planning.
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CONCLUSION

The session provided a comprehensive analysis of China’s
historical evolution, military modernization, and
geopolitical ambitions. Lt. Col. Sodhi’s insights highlighted
the urgency for India to strengthen its defense capabilities
and build strategic alliances to counter China’s growing
influence.

His emphasis on technological innovation and youth
engagement resonated deeply with the audience, leaving
them with a renewed sense of purpose in contributing to
India’s security and prosperity.
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